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Can War Marriages 
Be Made To Work 



9t«Aft*jlf»^*Ait-ft / ititHliKit*[-k-kititit 



Jn SL cn>wd<^il ri^ilroad sLition a fiirl tlings lo her soldiiT Mvecl- 
heart. Weeping iu% she thii^k^i ^U^L-ad to londy diiys ^tnd mojiLhs. 

N(?ar a naval trujning ceiite^r a saiJnr pushc,s n bahy c:in'i^if!;u. FIIk 
youiig wifL- w:ilks along^idi' him, Imih <>f Ui(/m IxMniing with pride 
and ]>lra%uie iii this neciing inniriciit of fiinnly unity. 

A lircd man luid his w|Uiilly tired wifir sip their coffrt' in si3cnct* 
at a comtT ca/c. He is oi\ his way Itom^; from the ni^ht shift iM dir 
wiir pl;nil. She 'a. iibtjut U> puiirh in for hi^r daylimc htint im the 
drill pn-s.-^. This hji'-ty trt£-^iV jii p^vsiiitjf ;i|i<| :ii^riihrr simlLir rtu'oting 
in the evening make up alniDsi th-c \vholt' of ifieir lift' tivgi^rhrr, 

A happy young eouple w:ilk down ihi' stt-ps t»f a ehurfh utidcr an 
arch^'iiy ftf sabeni, AnothiT p^^ir ii.sirn in a din^ H>fli<:e to an oHiciiil 
mumhlf the words that nuikt- iheni niatt and wife. EilhiT couple 
niiiy huivc but a day or two together in simie IhjU'I bt-fwac: tlit- lius- 
b^ild |;o<.-s back to camp, ihc wife to her par^jib or iv live in a 
furni<{hed room. 

I 



Juke box^s blare forth tht^ ^ng, '*Ain't I ncvoT gonna got a girl 
in my iirmsj*"" A sailnr spniwli'd on the stMt of a slrcetcar grins 
at \hc girl across the aisle from hiTii and reads an invitation in her 
simle, Tccwd^ girls wait on d^rk comer* for soldier friends or 
stroll in ihc bripht lights^ ready lo sirikc up friendships thiit may 
ripcn jnto intimacy >vilhin an hnuri 

Somi*wliere a woman puts l^<■^ children to bed :ird then reads. 
again her husband's leller ]"rnm thr fi^htmg frnnl. 

These are but a few glimpses of changes brou^e^ht to courtship^ 
marriagi-, and fiimiJy life by ihc war. Most of us set only a swift 
series of episodes »*^t the whole picture^ along willi the rtjsh of 
events. 




IT STARTED fliGHT AFTER PEARl HARBOR . . . 

One thing standv out, however: A vasi nunitxT of Am-fricim men 
and women have p^iriided lo ihe altar -sinrc Pearl Harbor. 

The march started wiih the first rumblings of American involvc- 
Inenl in llie war. It rcarb<'d il> <|tncke^t pace during ihe last month 
of 1941 and the first four inonth^i of nH2, Today, with millions of 
men in uniform, the peak of war marriu^es. ha?; pa^ced. 

Many of thr thousands of *Var-ma triage" couples would have 
married, war or no watL Bui mottvcs either not present at all in 



peacetimes or fise greatly ^Irengthencd by war emotions liiivu m- 
fliienccd large numbers uf tiie=m. 



WHY WAR MARRIAGES? 

Many war marriages are hasty marriages. Many are made while 
m4-»n ar-e on leave or furlough. Often the time of the ma^rriagc jg 
delennined by the approiichiu^ end of a short lerive. 

Military promptm-ss and the s]>ced-up of vrork in wjr pSanta 
lend to liastcri marriage:. Entrance into service; is an abrupt change 
of j^Latus, Why not, some fti^ue> make at> abrupt change fmm 
single tct married !itatu5? If war can change life overnight, why 
not make the c^hange tnore complete by marryingl* If tht Army 
is goiEig Id .^niitch you away from civiltan life, why not strengthen 
your ties with that life by leaving a wife behind you? And for 
Tnany a ^irl who watches the boys K'O'i'"^ away from the home town, 
the "datc^" of the hectic hours before tbcy go may st^om the last 
chance for niarriagt^ 

Co-urt^hip, no matter how disguised, is competition. To the sol- 
dier marriage offers, among other advantages, a device to ward 
olT the competition of rivals while he h away. 

In war nothing is certain but uncertainty. Even an unwise mar- 
jjage may ^ve a feeling of certainty for a moment- Uiiconfitiously 
it may seem to offer an escape frOm doubts :4»^d Ct^tifusion. 

Many war mamafTL-s come about through loneliness or fear of 
loneliness. A soldier returns to bis home town on leave; bk oM 
friends are gonej many thingiii have changed. Or a girl takes a 
job away from home and is separated froiti hcj' family and friends. 
Both to the girl away from home and to the soldier on ]eiive> mar- 
riage is an intimate ^elalion^hip that seems to offer ew:a.pe from 
Joncliness* Absence makes the heart grow fonder — if there is no- 
body eke. And there may be nobody else in time to prevpnl a 
marriage that might never have taken plate under normal con- 
di tions. 




The man m srrvicc hran many apixali lo con^idtT his "loved 
oncSp" TUv phniM^ is ri'^H^^lcd in BJiti;;^ lectures^ Am.] pLimphk'ts. 
Army life itM'lf >l iiiiijl:*lt> iht' (howghl, IX*c!^ ihv soldier havO a 
"loxcd onc'V Marriijge mif^t ttican a "Yes" to that ^luestJon. 
Humiin beings hav-e ;i way of wanting what they don't have* 

Plenty of other molivps, noblt? or sordid^ naay be involved- To 
marry :h solditr h. lo ni;iiiy girls, ;l |MtrK)tic ihinj;, A ^'iH ni:ty feel 
herself — and she may in f;Kl fic— a souri^f of iri.s|jinLnan lo her 
soldier husbiind. On ihc sordid side, the extreme in motives is illus- 
Lr^lird by marriage for iiilotmi-nls or insurance. Cas^-.s art known 



of attcit]pt5 to acquire income frona more than one soldier at the ■ 
same time, 

Wa.1" has indirt^cUy provided a Tnanii^go inccnljvc like that of 
boom tmj£?s wht^n employers practically stand in lin^' aTwl fil*^ ap]>li- 
cations for a prtwpt!ctiv<- i^mploy^^f. Tln-n ihc |:)robk?m uf an in- 
come suffiGient for marriagt! does not sti'm tjuite no difficult as it 
was in normal times. 

A marriage mny actually take place after the war period and 
still be a "^Wiir mairiag;;." J^'hn and Jane, for rxainpk", may dr- 
ci-dc t^ postpone their marriage untiJ aflt:r tJiG war, but it ha^ its 
rnnt^ m the war yoars. 



WHAT PRICE WAR MARRIAGES? 

Marriaccs in ■v.'rirtlmc arc as; varied as those in peacetime, l^any 
marriagi's made since Pearl Harbor have sound foundations and 
would succeed uiider almost any cireumKtjnccs. Other marriages, 
Jess solidly based, arc daIlgerou^iy shaken by the strain and ^trc^a 
of the war period, Somt mifrht h^'ivc succeeded in peacetimci, but 
ean't weather the storm o( war. There are also iriairiagcs con- 
tracted in wartime between persons whose lack, of adaptability 
would doom them to failure cv-en under the best circumstances. 

Even those who look at the world through the rose-colored spec- 
tacles of love kitow that warmarriages arc liable to special dangers 
and (Jilhcull-ifs, 

Murh depends upon rireumstanccs. For some couples^ family 
life in wartime is not greatly dilTt!rcnt from family life in normal 
times. Careful plans are made for a home. The honeymoon m 
lint a prelude to reparation. Pay checks make it possible to buy 
furniture- Romance mellows into contentment nnd a baby is born. 

But for others the honeymoon may Ixr a prelude to heartache 
and tragedy, Thtre arc only a few brief bourn of huppinesK to- 
g(?ther Jx'forc the end of a furlough. I,atcr the two, separated by 
five thousand miles of ocean, suffer doubts, loneliness^ misundcr- 



standing. Lt'Uers aren't enough or don't conut when thry are most 
needed. Much later there may be ii l^unJon of two diffi-rcnt pcr- 
sf>nR — oldcT ;md chnnpt'd — wha aren't able to reg.im happiness and 
mabo fl ^ucrcw of their marriage, 

For iimny couples miTit;iry service or war work makes some sejja- 
mlion inevitiible. A couple living apart may fail to csLiblish \hc 
normal bond;* of life logethiT. Or ihcy m:ay discover, when the 
st^p^ratioii is overj that their idedlizataons of cmh other ^\hil*r ajj.irt 
bear slight r<"^'mbliiiiee to n'itlity. TKey find themselves strangers 
to raeh Other. They fail to make Che iidjuslmenls and concessions 
and sacrifice*^ necessary to successful marriagi^ either in war or 
pc*aeetim.rs. 

The sc^jMraiion of marricige partners violates hopes and cxpccta- 
tiona that have been huitt u|> over the ^rars. M;in.y of the miJIiim 
or more Army wives wa^c a ffrim fip:ht against separalitm. Some 
sense the eomin^^ of personiilil^ ehanj^*'s in their husbiimds as a re- 
liuU of Army Vift\ Many ley eitlier lo eombLit these chiuiRCi or lo 
keep in time wtdi ihem by following from camp to camp through- 
niii the h-nRtb and bn':idth of the coiiiUry- In doin^ ^o lliey -lecrpt 
tiae Inconvvniences of wartime travel and add to the load on Irans- 
J>ortalion- Sometimes officei^ are gt'nerous in ]>*Tniitlirifi s^ldir^rs 
rvenin^ leave to go to some rooming house or hotel which lo a 
wartime family k a leni|}onbry home. Firqucntly wives accept un- 
Kuiuble empkninent for the s;ike of l)em^ m':tr iheir hu*ibands. On 
the Wnst Cloiisl there are an'aj? where, despite hiph wartime wa^e 
standards, ihe com[«'lilion of Army wsves for jobs has redwred 
wages to low levels. 

In this war, as in other wiiri, the iiierc-aFic in m^irria^^s hjis been fic- 
conip:ini<'d hy a sharply rising birth rate. Nine months ;ifter the 
adopiion oC the Selective S**rviee Act, the birth rate in the United 
Stales jumped 1 1 fx'rcenl above its level of the prccedinR month. 
(Its increase a year earlier was only 2 percent.) In I'M? not far 
from three million ehildrcn w*:rc h>om in the United States — nearly 
ihnx: hundred thousiuid morir than in 1941. In general, wiirlimi?^ 
are not good limes for babies. Vet babies ;ire bom — in trailer eampji, 
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in slumft of war- product ion areas, and to wives who are following 
ihcir soldier husbands as long as possible. Thousands of women 
w-int bybic5 to help ihcm hear ihc absenrr of their husbimds. The 
optimism produced by sei^mioRly fnvomhle economic conditions 
playa u part both in attitudes towiird getting married and in hav- 
ing t'hildrt^Hr Fqt some, childbcaring, Jiko marriage, stjems a war- 
time seTT'icc. 

'Ilic |jrof)lem!i «f war marriagrs am more complex whnn there 
iOT children. Many a husband must forego ihc joys of helping to 
bring up his uwn baby. Often an Army wife with children cannot 



afford to keep a «?paratr h&rae. Shu* h ihcTofore obliged to live 
with her own parents or with those of her :ihs(fnt husband. In-laws 
do not have a perfect reputation for furthering marital hannony. 

An Army wife living \%'ilh her own parents frequently fiiccs the 
old biittle against parentnl dominadonx To l>e put back into the 
role of u child may seem purtici-tlarly irk.'iomr after marriiiRC, which 
trudilionaliy means frtedom frt>m putetiiiL controh- it isti^t always 
easy to follow a coni^kt-c-nt prc^am of child training iindrr the 
eyes of the child's grandp;irtrntF_ Whether the Aniiy wife lives as 
daughter or as paying gui'^l under the family roof, friction of inter- 
ests and altitudes is hard lo avoid. Even when she finds it pleasant 
to live with her piirenls, the reium In her fonner place of depend- 
ency m-iy check the development of her maturity. And it may 
strengthrn loynltie^ which later will clash with the expectiitions of 
her hur*snd as to hi^ place m the scheme of things. 

Cor^sciouslv or unconseiously, women deprived of their husbands 
loo-fc for bafanees or com |.)eh nations, A child may consequently re- 
ceive an overdose of affection and underdose of discipline. One 
can only speculate as to what the effect would be if an entire Ren- 
cralion of ehildirn wt-rc reared exdusively by women- Succewful 
marriaf^c and the rearing of children h a joint not a divided re- 
spoO^bility. 

SHOULD A SOLDIER WAIT? 

'^Refrain from haMy marriages contracted in patriotic fervor be- 
cause your beau is goiiiK into the Army," Mr?;, Roosevelt advises 
younj5 women. But FiuinJe Hui>t says^ "A Rirl wins e\-en when she 
lost^S ^^ loTig as Jihe gels a husbafld, home, and heir. . . . Many 
in haste and repent at leisure? But not to many at ^H 5* to do 
uuitx' than repent. It k to earry through life an aching void." 

M;iny unmarried men in service have to face the question. 
^'Should :t soldier wait?" There are ptenly of friends ready to pivc 
advice and there is lillEe apjreement amortg them — unfortunately 
for the -soldier who ckin'L make up hi^ mind and m unwilling lo tct 
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DIVE RIGHT \K \ 



BETTIR 
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hJH gkl friend make it up for him. No two rasrs art' the K^mff, yet 
TYiost penpl*? feci confident in drawing upor tht-ir rjwn p^rrional ex- 
porit'iice wht^ii ibcy oJFer advice j*^ to wlie-thcr a soldit^r should 
jnarry now or wait. 

Pvt_ Puzzled has started an arguim-nt between Pvt. Hasty and 
Pvt. Wait. 

"A guy wfariiig n piiifonn who gets maTTied is just plain nuts./* 
says Pvt, Wait- "What's the use of bL-ing married when you -can't 
^v.v- tht' girl more than maybe oiicp a year?" 

'^Ncvcr mind him,'' says PvL Ha-^ly. "You'il he a lot happier 
if you've got sornelx>dy wJio writes regularly and is waiting for you 
to come back. I know plenty of felJowii who are having n swell 
iim<" — every furlough flnvlhcr hort^ymoon. Nobody has a chance 



to |:el fed up. No house to worry ubout — no tli^irs lo waT^h. It's 
al) rortiiincc. Kilt out, tliiiiif, s^'t a bi^ kick out of il, :iT*d then look 
fon^ard to (ht- next fiirlouph/^ 

"Sure, it's :Llt ri^ht to h;ivc a steady girl," awerts Kt. Wail, '*but 
what's tht' use of being ni.irried to her? If die really loves you, 
s3n-1l ^vilct without brijig (led down by niiirriagr." 

'To this l\i_ Ha>ty u^plk's. "Listen, young fellow, don't you be- 
litvc for ix mtJintnt that any fiir], even if jshc h dumb enough l'^ 
love you,. B going to iit on ice wailirip for you to- (;('t out of thL' 
Army. If you love the girl iuid she ]oves you, marry her quickj even 
if you just met her last week." 

This brings a proleM frtim Pvt, Wail, 'ilow doc:* the guy know 
he's in love? He doe^n'l rfiilly know the girl. Sure, they danced 
rmd took jn a show, wjikrd in the park, nnd got |>rrt(y ebiiminy, 
iiUl that doesn't inei^n anylhirig. VoU C:m gtf-1 tnto trouble fjiii^'kly, 
but it takrs :i \t\n^ timi- tn get out/* 

blics- Pvt. Willi have evidence to bjick up his^ doubu about ha*;ly 
marria|Eie? 

If he h;id time to rciid the studie:s of hasty ruiirriaj^e he would 
h[id iome inlrresling facts in them. The director of an or^auiza^ 
lif^ in Lw Ai^fifltH that give?* advice on imirfi-tgc problems m^dc 
a study of TS& elopemcnls. After five years, only 38 |K^reenl of these 
haMy marriages were r^led a*; happy by close friends- The figure 




5B% OF ELOPED COUPLES ARE RATED HAPPY (AFTEft 5 YEARSl 
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was about 10 prrcrni lower tlian the average pFO^jortion of happy 

marriages, 

PvL Hasty mi^ht. of rowsf-^ f^ug^f^sl ihi-^l prrh^ipj; parental fl^ppo- 
niLion lo ihtim marri;i^('s, nilhiT than hii^tr, rxpliiin?^ the diflViriuiv 
Two men in Chicago gnt 526 coiipk-^ lo ^ivc iiifoniialiuii siIkmiI 
themsc^Ives. It was found [hnl the coupK^ \vhostr courtship had 
liwtcd three or more yeiirs were more apt to claim th:il they were 
h^ipplly mamed thiin tho>e who hud miimed in hasle. A psyehiilo- 
(ii>t m Califoniij. who studied 792 rouples cicHe to the eoncSuMon 
tha^t ^n acquaintance before marriage oi -one to thrCC yt^ars AVUS 
fiivonthlt: to itijirru-d h;ip]>in:'jw. And in othor ^tudicK ii hiis bei-n 
found that each nf th<* follnvvmjr cirriitnstarHrs bLeems to have :i 
rnniuTlitm uilh haj>pini^« jn niarriatre: ( I) aeijuaiiilanee made in 
nther wiiv^ th;in by "pitltup'*; (2) ni;irria.t(e in a church; and 
(;i)mijrriaj;c by priest. miniNler, or rabbi. Scj l\"t. Wait's disapproval 
of liasty marria.^es is hitrlted by at least wjnu' evidence in Tavor of 
deliberate con&idenition imd orf^veniiotJi"! crniiK^Jut^^, 

But ]Vt. Hu.^ty is not ihroug^h yet He still has a word for Pvt, 
Puzzk'd. "Look here" he says, ^'you're juht an average guy> W-l'Vc 
uoi i:ilkin^ about the Frllitw who runs for ;i marriage liceiue just 
ln'cauN*" he's got a few dnnk^ undt-r hi-> \n-i\. \ou knou' k**i kind of 
hard for evcEybody io stick out ihis war. Listen, AAiail, if Puraled 
hert; gels marrird, hiV i?f>t something n'ui to fight for- His morale 
g*jf-!i up. And (he- ^irl is floiiig to fool that she':? p<^t a stake in the 
uar, too. ]f a ruu[>ir di> iheir bit Lo ge! the tiling ovit wjlli^ it 
brings them cloBcr to each other. The Army and the home front 
arc gfting to pull together when there U a conncetion on account 
of war manHagL's " 

Pvt. Wait bnriiks m^ ^*\Vhefc do you get this stuff about morale 
and ptilling tt^^lher in the war effort? JtN JUM towgh 10 be mar- 
ried and yet not n^ally niiiiried. You e^iK-et a lot from niarriiip;*' — 
li\'inj^ to|*elhcr, a hi^inr, kitJ^, :^nri lh:Ll snii jvf thini;. Maybe a wife 
(Idcsn^t want to hand ovit a ^wid husband like l\]y:/]i:d here io the 
Army or Navy. There are Army wives who do jjlerty of s.f|imwking 
iihout whiit they have H) give up for the Wiir. A iot of wives trnil 
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along, crowd the trains, live ir suitcases, and wait on tabic when 
they sfiOTjld settle down where they're needed and work ni a war 
p1;^nt_ M.irrird infti ;iri^ always buciiii^g fctf ^x^cia-l l?3ves_ I R^y 
it should be -one thriig al a time. War and marria^ jiis.t don't 
mix. Gk'X ilie war over with, then get niaiTied^ and do it right." 

''Bui,'' a*^surtR Pvt, HastVj "you've got to admit that marriage 
even in war makc,\ a fellow settle dawn a bit. Army life doesn't 
turn out a biiteh of G_ I. aiij^^Is, but jf a fellow has been brouglit 
uj> U> liitvt rttricl ftliijidiirds itiid wants tt; kt:t:p on liiat way, marriage 
helps." 

PvL W:iit interrupts, ''Von don't know what it's all about yet. 
Tiinfs have ch:ins«-'d. Wiih everyl)ody on the mmva, marriage 
do<.^sn"*t menn much for a Jot of people and doesn't eramp their 
style- If a couple do take njarriage pretty seriously and then step 
out nn each other, it makes a worse mess when Ihey get caught, 
Instead of havmif a p^ood fighl they probably get divorced-" 

''But nunriage ha^ irot to continue/' sayi Pvt. Ha.s-ty. *^A country 
needs manpiiwer. Tho Germims and the Japs are trying to boost 
their marriage iind birth rales. Pvl. Puzzled and a lot of others have 
pot to tfct married if we're to hold our own. With early marriage 
you iiiii hiivi- iTion- children, you ean spri^ad them out, and you 
can tnjpy thtni before you p;et too old." 

'^ThsU'w jK>t fair to childrni," aays l\t. Wait. ''We're not fighting 
tlih war Irt brcud cannon fodder, A kid hn^ Ji right to a home and 
a father, not ju_^t a trailer camp and '.i worried mother. "^ 

Pvl:. Hasty protests, "You're looking at just one ddc of it and 
you're trying to keep Puj^zlcd from seeing anything hut your cock- 
eyed views. Waiting for thr one and only^ even if you're engagedj 
i^ no |jknit. Suppose the hllnw and i^irl do ^tick it out and stay 
pretty true to each oth(^i\ Perh^ipf^ they get together at last and 
find that both partiefi have ebanged. None of us are coming haek 
rroiTi ihi'^ war exaeilv the s-.tnu- kind of fi'lSows. Maybe they won"! 
want to get niarrii'd then after all. Or maybe one of them doe?% 
want the marriage but gets left flat, several years older, and wi(b 
a lot of good chances pas.'icd up. Perhaps tbcy keep a promise and 
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get married after the war in spite of a lot of doiilHs. If you don't 
marry when you feel Ukt it, maybe you will cjid up witli a loi of 
troubJe." 

SDJTie evidence from the last war supports Pvt- Hastyr A study 
of divorct^ rates after World War I was made by a man named 
Hall- li showed an umiMialJy 3arge number of divorces for mar- 
riages contracted during the postwar years 1919 and t920- There 
seems lo be little evidence that the policy of waiting was a guaranty 
of wisdom and good jird^nent at the time wlicn the marriages 
finally too|t pUK*:=. Pvt- Wait mightt of twur^e, ^ay that pt;rhaps 
many of these divorces recruited from marriage^ b^Rcd on h;t&ty 
postwar court'ships rather than from marriagea that were postponed 
until after the war. 

But Pvt, Wait has a more ducct rebuttal, '4t Js plain nonsensf 
lo try to keep from (growing apart by getting married. It*s a lot 
worse lo come hack and find yourself a stranger to your wife than 
to just a girl friond. Sui'<-, bmh can make mistakes and peo|j]e can 
change and they can M^a^le f^ome good years. Being marri<?d doesn't 
help, though. It's all the harder to get fn?e and then have to start 
looking for the right person.*' 

''But being married does make a difference/* ^ays Pvt. Hai^ty. 
"There is a belter chance to chimgc toother when you think of 
yourself as inarried- You try harder to be together, to keep the 
letters moving. Being married, thero is more at stak<! and yOU really 
try to understand the other perf^on's ]>oint of view." 

Pvt. Wait again objects, "Sure, you try to make believe it\^ a 
nice normal nmrrlage and you get into a jam about money. You 
think a soldier's allowance will support a baby when it really won't. 
You spend a lot of money together while on leave and ^tart buying 
thinfp just to make helifvc tbiit yo\i Vc g'^t a home. A Jot more h 
expected of you than if you were just engi^ged." 

Pvt. Ha.uy replies, '"Tlial's a ^ood idea^ but it's put wrong. You 
spend a lot less money getting married in wiirtiimr ihan U you 
waited for jx'ace. You don't expect as much, Vou get used to 
starting in a small way, and people don't c>Epect you lo put on 
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dog and Xo have what everybody else has_ Anyway, fhas money 
business ik ovpirated. It's Ihe way people fee! about each oilier 
that really counts." 

Here Pvt, Ha?ity could find er^pertA who would agrtt wjth him. 
The; Chicsigo p^iyehologi.^Is, Burgess and Cottrell, and the California 
psychologist, Temiun, agreed that among the many married couplts 
they studied, money troubles played a surpri!sinf?ly small part in 
produeiii^ marka! unhappines^, 

St> Pvt, Wait winds up thp argument, "'Look here. Hasty, I can't 
spend all day explaining things to you. Maybe it depends on the 
kind of gtjy that Puz^Jed k and the kind of girl who gave him the 
picture that ho carrirji around." 

MUST LOVE BE BtIND? 

Perhaps ihi.'i parting shot of Pvt. Wait comes nearer the truth 
of the matter than he himself realizes. 

Given the: right couf^le, a war marriage or almost any other kind 
of marriag-c can be ma-dc io work, investigators hiive questioned 
thousands of Amcrieans ab^^uc their happincsa in mamage Or have 
obtained ratings from close friends; of the couples. Their findings 
agree pretty closely. About three-fourths of the couples report 
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themselves happy or act in such manner that they convince their 
friends that they are ha])py- Were they just lucky or l*; it pwsible 
that judgment is involved? And can that judgment be improved 
by kn-owing iibout the experjcnees of others, and making u^c of that 
knowledge? It is i± good gue^s that the happily marrieiJ arc more 
successful in their m^irrJaKes than if iJicir mates had been selected 
by drii^nng names out of a hat. 

Tliere is no ahsciliite Keicnee of mate selection. Neverthrle'^'^, i^omc 
people who are modest enough about their ability to pirk an auto- 
mobile or a \^'a>hhing machine are sure that ihey know i^ll about 
picking a goo<C wife or a good husband. When they make recom- 
niendalif^ns to others, thry do .so in terms of their own personal 
taste and e_\pcriencf>. Someoii-C hjLs s^^iid that a r^an Iclls ^11 h-e 
knows in two honr^ and then f;tarts talkinf; about women. Women 
are probably not mueh b(?iier informed about the other half of the 
human race than men are. A himian bcintr is Jniinitely more com- 
plicated than a washing machinr. Two human Ix'ings in relation 
to each other make a metropolitan telephone system seem, as simple 
as A pptrol <jf thread. 

WHAT DO THE BEST ADVISERS SAY? 

Even if there U no :?cience of mate selection controlling men and 
women, doetor^, psychologists, sociologists, social workers, statisti- 
cians, and other supposedly learned folk have been observing and 
s^tudying; conrtship and marriage with i^rcat care. In the lipht of 
alJ fhejr studies, here r^re same ^ugges^tkm^ ihr-y i.vnuld give Pvt, 
Puzzled : 

], Try to have a fairly wide range of acquamtariec wkh the 
oppOMte seji. Many a m^in has married the hrst woman who took 
an interest in him, because he didn^t quite realize thut there were 
other w^omen in the world. The onJy way to judge i\ person is by 
e"in|Xiriw", A O'liin*;^ oci'^pution or lo-tation m-iiy limit his oppor- 
tunities to meet ^irts. Shyness may tie liis t^iTiErue. Fortunalrly 
mixed recreational groups and increa^d initiative on the part of 
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girls flffcT a wider range oi ccmtact for ttiOAO who h:ivi- ihi- pood 
ju<igm(?rit lo make full usi* of them. 

2. Know ihc girl. Thf btsi advisers rcTOTnmfnd knowiriff whal's 
bc^-hind the cosmetics imd under the hair-do. Pcr.soiiiLljlies nrr on 
parade in courtship. Il is a limc for puttini^ on one's U^si clothes 
iind best maoiuTs. Oftcji the two persona ^harc n very JimiUrd variety 

It h important to di.^tiTit^iii'jh h^^tweeti n person who Invojc and" one 
who loves to be lavt'd, A smile may be iin invitation to join a 
selF-founded admiration society- 

Here iire some (juesiinn-s to consider: I* the girl hopc-lessly lied 
hy family l>onds and loyalties? Does she like you for yourself or 
hftnuse you m^^i-inble in wmie insignifiCLmt w^y ;i HuUt^r or a 
hrothrr? Arc you being c*>IIectcd as. ;i hcsiIjj to be waved in triumph 
before friends? 

3. Thv ancient waminjiifj ^"Know Thyself," is repealed widi new 
emphas-is by advisen; on marriage. Are you romantic or n^alistic? 
If you lie awake at night e^3^1ainin^ to y-e-iir^'lf how you can do 
without her, you may be really involved. If you're on Oie rebound, 
filled witli i<»nelin-cij;j and ^raartin^ with wounded pride, mayb<* you 
•Jiouid Iv locked up unti] you have yea-se rnough to lie trusted at 
]afge among the opposJlc sex. 

What is your relative value in the marriage market? You may 
hiivc marked yourself loo high or you m;iy hiivc put yourself on 
the barpHiin counter. Are you worthy of the pirl? Your IhsI friend 
won't tell you. Jf you want advice, a^^k the girt':! sharpes^t Critic, ^he 
may tell you somrthinj* worth le^imin^. 

Arc you sure you don't want llie girl just lo Tteep someliody el^e 
from getiinjT her? Do you want her for herself or because iioJxxiy 
else i^ In the picture at the moment? Are you just tired of trying 
to make up your mind ? Is it just that you want to get ihe matter 
aettlfd oner and for all? 

4. Knowing the girl is elo^ly tied up with the question of knowing' 
v?hat she w^ants; in m:irn:ige, not ju^it what she says s}ie wants. There 
arc all sorU of possibilities that do not appear on the surface. Per- 
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haps she 5ub-co-n?icioTJsly want^ s-onichody \(y bftss aT-f>und. Po^sj^ly 
she wanis to Ix* ;a mother to a ni:m, PcThaps her idea is to reform 
you after marriage and shape you anto the kind of person that she 
nvilly wmits. 

There ih much evidence iJiat what a person wants in mamagc 
is the result of childhood esptTicnce in his own fannly. Marriagf 
is a CC>ntinuati:on of family Jilf, and ino.sl people want tt> carry on 
■whaf thpy have found satisfactory in their own family, and to miike 
good u'hiit hay. b^■^■n unsatisfactory or laj-tin^. 

If a girl Vikviy trrtiiiji qualities in her father, she may want to have 
thtm in a husband. Woe to ihc man who forgets an anniversary 
if his wife's father has a good memory for ,surh things 1 Or >hc may 
want hf^r hiiU^^iaid to nv^id the qualities or charaettristics which 
!ihe fo-und u.ns:iti^faetory in hi?T fiith-Pr- ff she haw thafed urider 
strict control^ she may be lookin(; for the ehanee to do a little bof;s- 
injT on her own aeeouut. If s\ir has h-lt jnwxure and unloved, ?;hc 
may hiive huilt up a trcmcndouji appetite for aireciioii. On the other 
hiind, if she has eome from ;in affectionate family, she may expect 
affection as a matter of courii^t. Perhaps a girl has reBCnted her 
inr>theT'^ hard lot and is tsiger to play a very difTerent rote in her 
own marriage dr;iJmu One might expect a thrifty wife to come 
from a poor home^ but the experience of poverty may liave bred 
dreams of fur coats. 

It h probahle that you can learn more about what a girl wants 
in her own marriage by investigating her likes and dislikes in her 
<?yiti family than in any other way. 

5. Know what you want in marriage. What i5 sauce for the 
j^oose is siuice for the gander. Very likely you too have been ju?^t 
as much ioflueneed by family expcricnee in ehi]dh<w>d. If your love 
and approval for your Tiioihur were strong and unqualiiied, you 
may want a girl "just Itke the girl who married dear old Dad." If 
you have been dominated^ you may be ready for your lum at rtd- 
ing tht i\y>stt If ynu have [^U inferior in your family ^roup, you 
may be drawn to somebody who makeF^ you feel that you are a great 
big handsome woiiderful fellow. If you had an adoring younger 
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si&tcr whose pigtails you coutd pull at will, you may wani a wife 
who can iiccept yi?-ur parlicubr kind of joking. 

I>on*t bank on your atilily to ch^ngO the girl M^ny a huNbnnd 
has found lo his sorrow ihat he has as little success in reforming 
hi^i ivifc^ pcrsoriality as shf; in changing hi^. 

6. Coniprirc laniily h;ickgrounds. ii follows from what ha% hccn 
said aboiiL the wish to (k.T[K?tua1c family experience thiit tVi'o per- 
sons' desires are involved. It is nol )usl a Cfue^ilion of what iht- girl 
wanis or whiit you wauL hui of what you bolh want — of Lirijit^ting 
expc<.:tatio3is that in both ca^es arc rooted in faiuily c^pc^ie^c^. 
Thorc may be a dash of such expectaiion!^ because of different re- 
ligious (»r nationality backproitnds, Tlie dcmaiKts of an only chiid^ 
tfiouph not unTeaMiniLhk'j may stilt not dnvelail with (ho.** of a 
person nared in a hjrpL* fainJly. A happy-p4v-lneky family life has 
its vinues, but a member of a family accustomed to that kind of 
life may not adju.^1 ri.Klily in marriage to a 3>ersoiL reared in a home 
m-iirked by formality Luid tliMiijlme, 

7. Know tlip girl's parvniw before they become your paru^nts-in- 
law. This may not be easy, for they may be placed on exhihitionj 
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besf foot forward. In iltc ronianiic trwdiiioii of marriage, thL7 may 
not iGcm to count, but gi-nrniUy they do nK hnst app<?iir ujx^n the 
scene. In a st^Bi*!r you niLirr^- thr-m in order to ^t the ^irl. All 
comic-strip idt^as aside, parents- in-law arv importiinl becaust* thty 
have claims and cmolioiLal demands to ni.iko upon their childrL'Tt. 
From what ha-^ been said il rollowi^ lha.t yuur faiher-in-law may be 
the kind of pLTson you arc supposed to W. if you don*t lil(t that 
kind (?f person or tiin't be tlial kind of pci^ouj it mity bu jii.sl li^jo 
bad. 

Furthermore, the girl's parenli give some Idea of what she 
now 15 or is going to beconif- By bivcding and upbringinp she is 
3 produti of her parents. Suppose the molher al fifly is silly and 
kittenish. The daughter has u giilish gaieiy ^uilable to one w]ui h 
young and prctty^ but later on will she be like her mother? Su|>- 
pose the ni-olher at fifty h a bore — the daughter may have a Ix'lter 
start than you realize, with only i^OTnc Iwenly-five years to ro. Loftk 
at the girJ's parenu; for a dim preview of the future. Remember 
that the personalities of both parents are interwoven under ihc 
girl's skin. S!ir may rey.^mblc thern. She may exert herself to avoid 
resemblance, She may carry within her tlje ?)train of their disagree- 
ments and LonHicts. 

ir it is impArlant for the nian to know the girl's parrnts, it is 
perhapji even more imporliusi f-or ihe girl 10 know hk parents, par- 
licularly his mother. Guneraliy he fit^ in Iw^tler with her parents 
than ?vhe does with hi^. 

8- Think in icrms of growth and change. Are you and the girl 
likely to grow and change together—- or al different rates and in 
separate way.s? Hov*- would the girl react to motherhood? And 
how would yf>ll n^JiCt to tlu^ ehangcs that flgC, work> und dlildren 
bring to family life? Many a boy with the paeturc of a pin-up girl 
aver his bunk would do well 10 lake an oerasionaj look at a U'vy 
of Hegfeld girk twenly yt-ars after their day of g)or\\ While on 
ihe subject of change, it may be worth vshi3e lo rcinembtT that 
twenty years from now your unifonn probyWy won't fit and your 
hair wonU need parting- 
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9. Courtship sliniild be regarded as a lim+' for getting genuinely 
acquainted, for ti*sling your ability to make adjuslmfnts, and for 
learning: about ihc pt'rionality iraits that will be brought logcihcr 
in the maniagc. It b a time for artticipating the ba.sic problems of 
marriage aiid for iTAchinfj agifeeni(^nts f»n such f^ucstions as having 
children, the handling o-f familv finances, church afhliation and at- 
tendancCj and whellit-r tht* Avife should work after marriage. If 
courtship n?a!ly wrves siith purposrs, it will make possible some 
check on eomp^itibilhy. Most studies seem lo indicate that scxnjij 
inttTcoursc before iiiarriape h unfavoiabie to iriamagc success. 

It is g«ieral]y agreed that comnm-n iuti^rests are important and 
ih.ki yt&ctpl^ sh<iwld try X^ find <>ut b(^ff>rv niarriagc the degree to 
which interewls can hi' enjoyably shared. Il ik much harder to work 
Ic^rthiT than to play tfwrriher. Comrade<^hi|j in work gh-^s more 
promi^ of h^ippiness. in marriage than comradeship in recreatlonfi 
which would be enjoyable even with, an olherwise unsatisfactory 
companion. 

Some advi.seis rrctMmnend a quarrd now and then. It is hunian, 
it helps to clear the nir^ :ind it may tenl a cou|>U'"'>: ability to adjust 
conflicU of interest and will. The person who will never admit th:it 
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he or she h in the wrong is a poor prospecl as a marriage partju*r. 
The thn^p hardest words to pr<>Mounce in any language iire, "I was 
wrong-'' 

10, CoA^ider ihc c-^^periewcc of oth-crs. It would wt-m t<v be as 
importiint to bo :ibU- lo prediet success or failure in niarrmge as 
it is ta ]3redict a boom in the stock market or the risks of sickness 
or accident, A ha|j[jy marriage has greater viiluc- thiin weaUh; and 
family conflict may Itt- more d4-viiNtaUnp in its effects than tubercu- 
losis or typhoid. The difficuky is that nobody is wLst t^noiigh lo 
understand fully the complcxiliCH of rclattans bctwcon men and 
women- The best way out, therefore, h a carefnl pooling of 
esperit^nce. 

The most system:itic work to^sard ihi.^ objective ha?* been done 
by Terman, who succeeded in geltfng hundreds of married couples 
to cooiXTiitc with him- He tested their personalities, explored their 
family backgrounds, and got husbands and wives to tell frankly 
how ihvy felt about each other-i 

Terman's study brought out ten qualifications which aeem to 
offer the s.oundest Ijiisis for predicting happine&a in marriage- All 
!en, listed below in the order of their imfM>rtancc. can hr known 
before marriage. On the basis of this study, other things bi-ing 
equal t look for a girl ; 

1. Whose parents were happily married 

2. Who wjis haj^py in childluKxl 

3. Who goi on Willi her mother 

4. Who experienced home discipline that was firm but not han^li 

5. Who w;i^ i^tronftly attached to her mother 

6. Who wa.s stnin^ly attached lo her f.iiher 

7. Who got on with her faifier 

8. Who had parents who were frank about sex 

9. Who was not punished often or M^verely in childhood 

10, Whtt* attiindr toward ^r\ is free from di^ist nr livf-n^inn 
With aU this m mind, take another Joiik at your [jovribli' [larrnts- 
in-law, for their happiness and adjustment may be important 1(5 
you. That h the verdict of moj.t studies of marriage. 



AN OVERStAS SITUATION 

Tho liaxard?; nf wiir iiiaiTi:igc^ nn- !ipp;inMillv rtuiltipricd in the 
ritM's of fiv*'rw\ss inarri;ig<'s of military i-wasniini'l lo forcigncTs. A 
c'iijt'fu] olisirrvrr who sludird llic prtAjlrmK of niidi inarriii^rs liuriiig 
llie last wiir estimates that at Icajit half of tbem lumcd out to be 

riic bask prohlrms urc of course those of adjustment, with orda- 
ii-iiry <Jii^i^nl^^t■^ r<>rti|>ljriitcd hy aJJ the difft'rtncrs of friviix>nnurnt 
^md cuHtnm imd nationality or rure. But tht-rc are also praoiif^it 
tangles, i^speeially in the niiilter of couples getting together Liiep 
in the Uiiilrd States. During v.'ar^ ofTtcers ;ind men an? subject to 
quirk chiinges of Matioii and eim't liikt llirir vvive> with ihem from, 
a foreign enunlry; aiid^ when ihc ^var is over, soldiers (unless they 
hapjM^ned lo enlist over>raji) will bi: returned to the United St^ites 
for djsdiiirpe aini m:iy be obliged to leiivr iheir wives? behind. In 
the erowdfd jtkmuIis nfter the war, even if Tnoiiey h ;iv;iilable for 
Ir.ivel expi-nses, wives and claitclreti left in foreiu[n countries arc not 
likely to find it eiisy to Rrt ship j>a,ssiige. Snmetimi'-i a foreii^ji wife 
of a soldier hiis come to the- Unilrd Si;iies to livi- whh ntian^c 
in-hiws in mifarniliar Mirro^aiding.s- — nt hist n hard ex()eriene<' of 
adJM-^imeni imd^ if Jfcer hw-sbim4 fiiilh lo trlMrti from the war, a 
trjiyie diJrrnm!!. 1 1 ^loiild he :idded di:it iiiswd miirri^igeii of certain 
kinds -ATV oLiilavved in ni^tny ^^tiilet; ili;it Anierican ron.^iiahhr officials 
Ciin n'fuM^ >i vi^ii for a wife lo <*iit".'r the L'niti-d SlaUs if in llieir 
judjTinent she Is likely lo beeome a [niblic charge; and that foreign 
hushjinds of Amerifjtn citizens can en!er the Uniled Sliilcs oi]ly 
under quota. 



MAKfNG A SUCCESS OF WAR MARRIAGE 

How do sftmc couples make n gx> of marriage vinder war ■c-f>n- 
dickms? Keeping' busy in war iv-o-rk M-rms lo h<''lp. If thr husiiand. 
i'^ ill die Army and bis. wife in a w;ir plarU. they won^t hiive niirrh 
time to brood over the ill fate th^U separates thtm or lo blame each 
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nihrr for cirrunistanceii Iwvond ihdr conCrol. Tlivy .nv Solti doing 
whut thfy Ciin to wan ihc vrar iind shorjcn iJ»' timt' of iht-ir s*pn- 
raiion. Their shartd tonri'm csinblishes a common bond in rtlaiion 
io the vrry war wliich Ni-]jiJTate theni» 

Ah<^lhi.T sfjurrf" of *itrrji^th ii"» n"it^c!inp[ tlif^ j>roWrm*i of ^irpara- 
lion iji the M^mc of cqmrad*'*ihip with ni:iny olhiTSi who are having 
similar cxporif-nces and deprivations. Army wives hsive banded to- 
other in v:irJou£ ways for nioraJ support. The married man in the 
Army will not forget thai one ont of *^vi'ry three American soldicra 
i^ facing a donu^^tii: prohirm sirsiiiar to his own, 

In^l.■n^tvc letter "writing ean be of val^t: irt hrl|jinR a cOupk sCpA- 
raiod by the war to hold on to ^Meh other and in kcop ihcir mjir- 
rvAff^' vilal. Nrw^^y Ie1t<-r<i iHlinp of the Jittli* rvcnts lh;it hiivt' h;i[i- 
pened and of the feelings of the xiTiiers low;ird ihi'm rc_^uli m a 
sharing of day-hy-day experience. This hdjjs to keep the couple 
rU>se t<» ench other ;ind to undmland hiiw earh is beint; chaiiped, 

FiriiiHy, ih-ffi: ih rriiM>n lt> Iwlin-'r: thai family ni-i>riilc, like any 
<>thtT kind of morale, U hiised on hope. Couples who plan n-alisti- 
eally for their married life in peacetime minimis troubles brought 
on by w^in Planning for children is important. One study of mar- 
riape indicated that ihe happiest couples arc thc»c who want but 
do not yet have children. 

What are sontc of the limelehs» g^cneml conditions of succe^ in 
marriuftf? Irt particMJiir, vhat urt- fhe condilif^n?* that <'an to liome 
r^:tl■nt \u' influenced by llii' conscious effort of couples to m;ike their 
miirria^es succeed? 

CoupleSi have to pay a price for marriage *iuecess- No two persons 
rnjoy a complete identity of purpose. Some elFnrt, some compro- 
mise, therefore, has to b(r made — and iri-ide fri>m the bc^nninjj. 
A g^«>d M;trt in marriage niiiy lead to growth of satisfaction amd 
contentmentT 

It ift not unrca.yonahk' to lielieve that chiklrr'n help to make tnar- 
riape A ^lacecs^. The fact ihat divorced eoiipli^*: It^ivc fewer children 
d(Vi not, of course, make it certain that lhe>e couples would have 
iHTn happily married if they had had moa- children. But ne> one 
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can deny that children hcl]) to cdii<::LH^ l>:l^<^^t^; iE^io mutui-ity, pro- 
vide- ik ci^ii\ttittt\ intt^^^st, :hnd :^trL*nglhcii lliu inct^jtlivu to work for 
a ^(MxJ marituJ adjus^tmunL 

^nic!cne hi3s ^tid that :i wife h a iKT^on who «ncks hy you in 
tmuhk you wouldn't h:ivf h;id if you luidii't niarrif'd her. Vet even 
troiihli' may Ih" a Jxind ihijt [ioUn a ht^tnc tc^clhrr. 

Another tniil Rincrjilly fiivorablc to success in marriiige is what 
mighl be c^ll^'t] so<'i:ibiliiy, Thi' j^*?*>i1 m*>^crs, ihr jiiirficipiintJi in 
p;roup :ictivilifs, those who l;iEtc an inliTcst in olhiTs, iirc lik^'ly to 
jTiiike -sutxes-vfui wivt-s and liusb:ind>>, Atiiliiy to tTi;*ki' friends is n*»t 
riT.'ttcd by a nu'ir: act of wilL but can be cullivaicd. Common 
friends ^nd skill in the art of friendship help to niiikc a ^o nf mnr- 
riMRr. As llir more romiiiilii: phsLst* fiiLssis, the successful marriage 
deveL^jj^ the -tiuiitily of An iiilmiiite friendship. 
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Anolb^r frivorflhlr chn.raclf^i"istic as hontFty. Those who Civc hon- 
est with thi'ir maivs wiih lh<'riiM*JV(?'4, Aud with tlic- world arr moR' 
likely lo Ikivo .^ur*vi».fu! na;irrLa.pes ih^iii ihoM* x^ho an' not. Rc- 
nicmbcr, however, th:it a ccfrlain kind of honoty is the same as 
tiirtles.sn(;?ss. While ihtrc i.s much to bi- s-^id for honesty ab<ntt money 
matters and about aetivitie^s and outlook, on JLfe, there i^ perhaps 
Jink gnin in ihc espres^ion vi frnnk dJ'siipprov'aE of yo^r wif^^'n 
no-'ie, the size of her feet, or her L Q» Aftt?r jill, very litilti can be 
dortc about these matters. It may be wisi' lo rr>nsid('-r whi^lher or 
not a amslniriivc rhangi- is jx^sible, und "Ahtlfifr the thanjjc, if 
TOiide, is worth die risk of hurt feelinjp and niisundcrst-indinR, 
Truth i.s ^onietime^ bitter im-ctkJtie which ittusE be h^indled with 
discretion. 

The "fifty-fifty'^ marria|»e, die kind Iti whieb neither hi^shund 
nor wife orders die other iiround but in whidi they .sh;ire etjual 
authority and paratle! responsibility, seems to have the best ehancc 
of success. There iire |x:r?ifins who like to he h*>s:scd and others who 
enjoy bos-^ing. If ^uch indtviduids bap|:>en to pair oFT, the niarriagc 
may V ti success. But in gi^r^'J-al AtniTicjin wopnea nti.*- not by 
tenif)cranierit or by tr^nnin^ inclined If) |>!ay the role of deor mat 
in marriage any mon' than American men. 

In fact, a couple"'?L iittitude toward LC|iiality in jiiarriagie relaiEon- 
ship may Ih' a^ important as the actual division of authority and 
responsibility between them- One recent study showed tbiil bus- 
himds op[«>W"d (o ri^htft for w*jrnen were somewhiit less likely Ici be 
happily TtKirried than thcw(» more tokT:int nn the mbjrcl <vf ^ual 
rights and responffibilities: for women. Many happily inarri(>d eouples 
assert that a "fifty-fifty" meeting is not enough — ibai ench must bi^ 
ready to go more than h^lf w^y and provide. In a 'Sixty-sixty" 
arrange-ment, n wide ;irea for eompromi.sc. 

Finally, niiilurc penpJc arc morC likely ihnn olhers to m;ike a go 
of marrij^Re. Tlic-y are ncit nr-cessiirtly pf^oplc -who wci^* bom a 
goodly nuinb^T of -xrars a^o. There are g^rown-tip b:ihi('s waEkin^ 
amund di^puiwjd as ^tdults hy graying hair and wrinkSinp skin. 
Orown men arc sometimes still tied to their mothers' apion "ilrinps- 
Sonic fading women toik of 'T>addy," cKpi-ct indulgent adoration, 
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and w-^nt sonM^body c!:^c lo shoulder their sJiarc of work and re- 
sponiiihility. People? in their ihJrtk.s may <^(ill aJ heart be adok'sc*.'mH 
seeking thrills, craving admiratioiij and pursuing the wiEl-o'-thc-wl^is 
of unchanging romantic love. 

Throughoitl the ccnliiric% the human race has commonly regarded 
mamage as a s>-mbol of maturity. AVhen the *iymboI corresponds to 
n-cility, th^ chancer of making a success of maixiagc are bv^t. 



To the Leader 

How to Use This ^amphfer 

Ty/r^ ^} discusnan. The «iihjpct of war n^arriages as presented in 
this pamphiet may be handled effectively an one of ihrve types of 
discussion: (I) infonnal dtscussion, (2> panel di.scus-sion, (3) debate. 

For ihr techniques of or^'iinixing iind conductin)f ihc^ forms of dii^-- 
euission, refer to Guide for Discussion Lvadeis in the EGrie.5 of Edu- 
cation Mami^ls of which the present pamphltt is on^. 

Charts. Whichever form of dKCusfiion you select, reproduce the 
eh^irls given in the lext for use with your group. It doe& not matter 
if thi; rcproduciii>rfc?i arc rxmgh, but ihcy <vhou]d be of sufficiently 
large si^e to be legible to the [leison who sits farthest from them- 
Pul them up around the room or fasten dtem to a bEackboard or 
other stand th^t m^ay be avaiEahle* Your pur^JOM^ is to fuini^h basic 
fattJh <|uickly and etffTtivi-l-y- 

Mixpd group. Making a succes.s of m;irriag(? in wartime is espe- 
cially suitable for di^ussion by a group of !x>lh men and women. 
The points of view of both will increase the value of the thoufvht 
given this- problem by members of the group. 

Reading by grou^t mt^mbfis. Although this piimphEet appeaT^ to 
he directed primiirily lo the leader, it is *il,so v^rittcn for the general 
render. You may find it t^tth Sitimul^tiiig to d is<.'u^*%i(kn and practical 
lo place one or more Cfjpies in (lie lil>r:iry or other reading room 
for preliminary or foiloA\'-up reading by group members. If you do 
this, make appropriaic announccmcnl? about it. Another suggestion 
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h that you ask ihc librarian tci set aside a shelf for any nvuilable 
book*^ on ihe subject of marriage- Draw atiriilion lo ihis slifJf wiih 
a placard, perhaps wordrd as follows: Disciihsior Group R('ading — 
Ciin War Marrkgfs Bt- Madr To Work? 

Jitfomml discussion- Your iivi--Tiiinij ic mtroduciion should sliHch 
quickly the rt^asotin'^ for the timi.) in-c.ss of the subject: the rapid iii- 
Crensc in n>am-ige rale in warhmf^; m^Oy h^^My i»Jid ill-cpn^idtrcd 
marriagc^^ l^jiding to uiiliappitit'ss; iho fraTikly puzaling qij<?slic»ns 
of whetfuT it K Tight to marry in iho fiict? of anticipated Jong 
srp;irnlion or to pohlpotic marriage until after the war. (See pp, 
3 AlJ Sointwhere in your intnK3uclion you should also di'finc wnr 
m^rria^-, (Sve pp. 1-5*) Your opening quotion should be one 
thai poinlSi lo au impoftjint and challiMnj^ii^g issuo: Sl"''uid n^amiij^c 
br- postponc^d in \cartiTn*'? On what Ka^is ran a man reasonably 
eK|>ect a girl to wail for him until after ihc war? 

Bellow arc gtvrn a number of qui'Ktion-'t that may be helpful^ 
In stiniulaliog discuss-ion if it lags. They arc grouped in the order in 
which they might well be raJ^ed^ under three main linei^ of in<]uiry: 
(1) the reasons why men -and wonieti decide on a hurried mar- 
riage OF on |>o«1]}onin^ marriage in the face of long sc;|7Jtration 
afterward; (2) predicting suece.^s in nuuriai^e; and ([*) making a 
success of marriafrc in warlinie. If you a\k each of four or five 
indiviiduals in adviinec of the iiieetinf^ to ask one of these C|ues- 
tions, you will have their tLssisiance in getting the diseussion off to a 
good ^lart. 

Factors in war marriage. What in a war marriage? Is it dimply 
marriage in wartime? What are the hum;m motives thai eausc 
ha.ijty marriages in wartime? By what speeiat danp;ei?i may the suc- 
cess, of marriag-e in wartime be threatened ^ Should marriage be 
poslpnnetf hecaust' of the war? To what extent has the United 
Stales marriage nite incn'ased since adoption of the SiHective Service 
Act? (Sec pp. 3-14.) 

Prtdicting s^uccc^^*;. llcw can the succt^^i^ of the tnarriagc of a 
specific coiiplp ho prcdielcd? "VS'hal are th-p ehaiuvj; of married 
happiness after short acquajnlauce? Is there a science of mate 
selcciion? If not, why noi? Whai suggcsiions have been made on 
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how to scIt-Cl ii life companion wisely? What qu^Jiftcations appear 
tn f>fr£?r a j^und bani?; for predicting nucrrs>i in marriage? An? mar- 
r'vAgcs. tonlractcd oven*a»i with foiPiph-born individu:i1s subject lo 
ypi-cial dangers? (See pjx 15-23,) 

Making a success. Once contracted how can marria^ be madt- 
successful? Art- there suj"geslions thai apply panicuhirly to mar- 
ried couples iiving under wmtime condilifMis? Wh*U about chil- 
dfX'n- dfj llu'y holp or Inrid*^^? Do lh<' per^onalitirs of mu-rriiiRe 
|jsirlners ehanj^e durinp long sepiiriilions ,'' Should a wife who h 
separattrd from her hu.vh:md Jive widi htT p;irenls or her in-laws? 
Can any iwo people nuilic a success of marnagc if dicy try hard 
encmgh? (Sec pp- 3-8 and 2^1-28.) 

Panel duvitMiion. The matcriiil suRgrMed for inf-c>rmal dJ&tU^sirtH 
is just A'^ .ipiiropristt^ ffir piinc] dis<-U*.^inn. Y"u c:m \^^M, ihe pam»l 
to plan ih<'ir discussion aronnd the -i^imi: three maLn lines of irfc- 
f|uiry, usinj^ the same questions. Your fivc-minule introduction 
would he ihc sixmv^. 

An mjjjrninu^i iind cffeclivt? variant of panel discussion is a drama- 
tization of a Gi L argument of which the chief actors are Pvts, 
Hi'isiy and Wail, (Scr p)>. 8-ir>-} '!>>*? othtT |Tftcmb<^rs <^\ the ^anol 
contribute ihrir share of the discu^^ion as friends and supporters 
of Hasty and Wait. At iht; conclusion of the dramiitization, the 
"cast" serves as a board of esperts to answer questions from the 
floor- 

Dcbatr, Tf ihe debate h>iTii b used, one ^ood phrii^ing for iht* 
fiubjcct ir^; RcM>lvcd tliiit young pc(>plc .should po^l]>^>nc marria^' 
until jifftT the war. Be suri' to arrange for a qut?ation period fol- 
lowing the debate itself. (See Guide Jor Dis£Ttssion Leaders^ section 
IV, 6.) 

Guide for Discussion Lrad^rf. This guide, which has been re* 
Ferrcd lo alxive, ^ould Ih- in your hafid». It has been distributed 
with this and (»thrr pariiplili'ts of thi.s series. It descrit>cs the ob- 
jectives of voluntary *^[T-diiiy discussinn, -suggests ujiy^i <>f interest- 
ing pcROnn^'l In this phas-c of education, :ind tellsi how to conduct 
inforn)^! discussions, panel discussions, forumsj Nym|X>saums, and 
debates- 
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Some Ideas for a Library Shelf on War Marriages 

MODERN MARRIAGF.; A HANDBOOK FOR MEN=, By Prt^,! 
Pop<'it™\ Puhlislu'd hy Macntiil^n ;iii<l Cmnjnmy, 60 Fifili 
Avenue, New York M, N. V. (1^0). Ini:ludi-s an exiensivc 
[hi of rcfcroncL-s on inarriagf'. 

WAR, BABTKS, AND THE FUTURE. Bv AVilli:im Fielding Or- 
iiuni. No. ii.\ of J'lihhi Affair.-i Pamjikliis, puhli^hrd hy Public 
A/Ta-irsCumiuilltr, :i() RockcffllLT Pla^u, Nc-w Vork, N, Y, [!9+:5). 

WILL WAR MARRIAGES WORK -" Puhli^[i.-cl in Reader's Digrst, 

vduim' +1. no, 247. pp. 14-18 (N4>vv|]iIkt I!"*'*^), Condt-nsfti 

from "Anicric:i\ T'owo Mivting of ihc Air,'' 
FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS. By Ad.i Arlilt. Published hy 

McGraw-Hill Book Coc»i>any, 330 West 42iid SlrvcL, New York, 

N,Y. (1942), 
BOY MEETS GIRL IN WARTIME. Edited hy JanL-t F, Ndson. 

Puhlislii-d by Aiiinirnji Soiial Hygiunc As^socialLon^ 1790 Broiid- 

wny, Ntjw York, N, V. (1943). 



